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Industry associations host oil spill update meeting in Gulf Shores
Gulf Shores, Alabama—the Alabama Restaurant Association and the Alabama Hospitality Association jointly held a meeting for restaurant, hotel, and tourism professionals at the Civic Center in Gulf Shores Alabama, on July 14, 2010.
The attendees received presentations from the Alabama Gulf Coast Convention and Visitors Bureau, representatives from BP, and representatives from the Beasley Allen law firm.

Herb Malone, president of the Alabama Gulf Coast Convention and Visitors Bureau, provided the attendees an overview of the past, present, and future marketing plans to draw more tourism to the Gulf Coast area. He also presented a rather somber picture of the drop-off in business at area hotels and restaurants.

BP officials discussed the claims process set up by the organization, and answered questions relating to applying for claims through BP.

Rick Stratton, with the Beasley Allen, presented an in-depth slideshow providing the attendees with a complete overview of all the options available to them to recover damages from loss of business due to the oil spill. Rick noted that in addition to filing a claim with BP, there were several other options for filing claims through the federal government, and he provided the group with information on what information they would need to provide to help ensure their claims were paid fairly. And he provided an overview of the legal steps businesses should undertake in the event of claims being denied.

Larry Fidel, president of the Alabama Restaurant Association, noted that he felt the attendees at the meeting received a wealth of information that would help them work through this process. “There were a lot of questions asked, to all the speakers, and it was clear that there is still a lot of confusion among businesses about the whole process”, he said.

Both associations publish information pages on the oil spill and frequently asked questions. The Association’s WebPages can be accessed through www.stayandplayalabama.com.

-30-
The Alabama Restaurant Association is the state’s largest trade association representing the foodservice industry. The Alabama hospitality Association is the state's largest trade association representing the hospitality industry. The Associations represents all hotel, motel, tourism, restaurant and foodservice-related segments, offering members lobbying support on legislative issues, money-saving benefits, information-services and training aids. The Associations are located in Montgomery, AL. and have  over 1,500 members combined.
